Worker Rights
Abuses in Iraq

History of Irag’s Trade Union Movement

Unions in Irag's union activism goes back to the 1920s, when the labor movement formed the
Iraq working-class base of the struggle against British authority. But a series of coups
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Programs and Progress

In February 2004, the Solidarity Center joined an international

labor delegation on a fact-finding mission to Irag. From this

mission, the Solidarity Center established relationships with

newly forming Iragi trade unions, in partnership with the
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), Global
Union Federations (GUFs), and the International Labor
Organization (ILO). Together, these programs help diverse
trade unions build democratic, representative institutions from
the ground up. The Solidarity Center supports all trade unions
in Iraq regardless of religious or ethnic groups, and, as in

other countries. is committed to a lona-term union

Left: Iraqi trade union workshop in Amman, Jordan

% Training Center
Iragi trade union members come every month for programs at the Solidarity Center’s training
center in Amman, Jordan. The ITUC and GUFs use the training center, which reaches hundreds
of Iraqi workers in the course of a year. The center is also developing a library of trade union
materials and documents in Arabic.

* Workshops and Seminars
Workshops and seminars for union workers take place in various regions in lraq such as Basra,
Mosul, Baghdad, Kirkuk, Suleimniya, Irbil, and Nasriya. Topics include organizing, collective
bargaining, economic policy, labor law, basic computer literacy, union management, and media
outreach. A new program will launch in 2007 to help women in trade unions achieve leadership
roles and push a working women's rights agenda within their unions and communities.

#* International Solidarity
The Solidarity Center connects Iragi trade unions with their counterparts throughout the region
and the world. As a result, Iragi unions are developing solidarity coalitions with Middle Eastern,
European, and North American unions and are integrated into global networks of unions in the
building trades, public sector, transportation, education, petrochemical, and garment and textile
industries.

% Conferences
With the help of the ITUC and British Trades Union Congress, the Solidarity Center sent the
presidents of Irag’s trade union federations to attend ITUC’s 2004 World Congress in Miyazaki,
Japan. In 2005, Iraqi labor leaders were honored at the AFL-CIO Convention in Chicago, lllinois.

% Union Alliance
With the support of the ITUC and the Solidarity Center, the five major Iraqgi trade unions have
formed an alliance to advocate for new social safety nets, job policies, and economic reforms
from the Iragi government and international financial institutions.
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